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the repository to show that the 
archived DNA is that of the animal 
that has been traced to the flock. The 
owner will be responsible for all costs 
for the DNA comparison. A flock will 
no longer be a source flock after it has 
completed the requirements of a flock 
plan. 

State. Each of the 50 States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, Puerto Rico, and all terri-
tories or possessions of the United 
States. 

State representative. An individual em-
ployed in animal health activities by a 
State or a political subdivision of a 
State and who is authorized by the 
State or political subdivision to per-
form the function involved. 

Suspect animal. An animal will be des-
ignated a suspect animal in accordance 
with § 79.4 of this chapter if it is: 

(1) A sheep or goat that exhibits any 
of the following possible signs of 
scrapie and that has been determined 
to be suspicious for scrapie by an ac-
credited veterinarian or a State or 
APHIS representative: Weight loss de-
spite retention of appetite; behavioral 
abnormalities; pruritus (itching); wool 
pulling; biting at legs or side; lip 
smacking; motor abnormalities such as 
incoordination, high stepping gait of 
forelimbs, bunny hop movement of rear 
legs, or swaying of back end; increased 
sensitivity to noise and sudden move-
ment; tremor, ‘‘star gazing,’’ head 
pressing, recumbency, or other signs of 
neurological disease or chronic wast-
ing. 

(2) A sheep or goat that has tested 
positive for scrapie or for the pro-
teinase resistant protein associated 
with scrapie on a live-animal screening 
test or any other test, unless the ani-
mal is designated a scrapie-positive 
animal. 

(3) A sheep or goat that has tested in-
conclusive or suggestive on an official 
test for scrapie. 

Unofficial test. Any test for the diag-
nosis of scrapie or for the detection of 
the proteinase resistant protein associ-
ated with scrapie in a live or dead ani-
mal that either has not been approved 
by the Administrator or that was not 
conducted at an approved laboratory or 
at the National Veterinary Services 
Laboratories.

§ 54.2 Cooperative agreements and 
memoranda of understanding with 
States. 

APHIS will execute cooperative 
agreements and/or memoranda of un-
derstanding with the animal health 
agency of any State in order to coop-
eratively administer the Scrapie Eradi-
cation Program and the Scrapie Flock 
Certification Program within that 
State. These agreements will describe 
the respective roles of APHIS and 
State personnel in implementing the 
Scrapie Eradication Program and the 
Scrapie Flock Certification Program. 
Each agreement may specify the finan-
cial, material, and personnel resources 
to be committed to these programs and 
other scrapie control measures by 
APHIS and the State; assign specific 
activities related to the control of 
scrapie within a State to APHIS or 
State personnel; establish schedules for 
APHIS representatives or State rep-
resentatives to visit flocks; establish 
procedures for maintaining and sharing 
program records specified in this part, 
and specify other responsibilities of 
State representatives and APHIS rep-
resentatives in support of the Scrapie 
Eradication Program and the Scrapie 
Flock Certification Program. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0101)

Subpart A—Scrapie 
Indemnification Program

§ 54.3 Animals eligible for indemnity 
payments. 

(a) Indemnity may be paid for an ani-
mal only after the owner of the animal 
has applied for indemnification and 
been approved in accordance with § 54.4. 
Indemnity may be paid only for the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Destruction of high-risk animals; 
(2) Destruction of animals based on 

an epidemiologic investigation, when 
the Administrator determines that the 
destruction of these animals will con-
tribute to the eradication of scrapie; 

(3) Destruction of live scrapie-posi-
tive animals; 

(4) Destruction of animals that test 
positive on a live-animal screening 
test; and 
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(5) Destruction of suspect animals 
that are destroyed at the request of an 
APHIS representative. 

(b) No indemnity will be paid for an 
animal if the owner of the animal fails 
to provide APHIS, within 30 days of re-
quest, animal registration certificates, 
sale and movement records, or other 
records requested in accordance with 
§ 54.5. No indemnity will be paid until 
the premises, including all structures, 
holding facilities, conveyances, and 
materials contaminated because of oc-
cupation or use by the depopulated ani-
mals, have been properly cleaned and 
disinfected in accordance with § 54.7(e). 
Additional guidance on acceptable 
means of cleaning and disinfection is 
also available in the Scrapie Flock Cer-
tification Program standards and the 
Scrapie Eradication Uniform Methods 
and Rules. Premises or portions of 
premises may be exempted from the 
cleaning and disinfecting requirements 
if a designated scrapie epidemiologist 
determines, based on epidemiologic in-
vestigation, that cleaning and disinfec-
tion of such buildings, holding facili-
ties, conveyances, or other materials 
on the premises will not significantly 
reduce the risk of the spread of scrapie, 
either because effective disinfection is 
not possible or because the normal op-
erations on the premises prevent trans-
mission of scrapie. No indemnity will 
be paid to an owner if the owner assem-
bled or increased his flock for the pur-
pose of collecting or increasing indem-
nity.

§ 54.4 Application by owners for in-
demnity payments. 

(a) Normally, an application for in-
demnification will be initiated by a 
State or APHIS representative who is 
working with the owner of a flock that 
has already been determined to be an 
infected flock or source flock, or that 
is already under a State movement re-
striction. In such cases, the flock 
owner will confirm information about 
the flock’s eligibility for indemnity 
that is contained in the application 
submitted by the State or APHIS rep-
resentative. However, the owner of any 
flock may apply directly to receive in-
demnification by submitting to the Ad-
ministrator a written request con-
taining the following information: 

(1) Name, address, and social security 
number of the flock owner; 

(2) Number and breed(s) of animals in 
the flock, including a current inven-
tory; 

(3) Location of flock premises; 
(4) Reasons the owner believes ani-

mals in his or her flock may be eligible 
for indemnification, including any di-
agnosis of scrapie made for animals in 
the flock; any signs of scrapie observed 
in the flock by the owner; and any 
movement of animals into the flock 
from flocks infected with or exposed to 
scrapie; 

(5) A copy of the registration papers 
issued in the name of the owner for any 
registered animals in the flock (reg-
istration papers are not required for 
the payment of indemnity for animals 
that are not registered). If the registra-
tion papers are unavailable, the owner 
may choose to accept a lesser indem-
nity in accordance with § 54.6(b)(2) or 
the area veterinarian in charge may 
grant a 60-day extension or the Admin-
istrator may grant an extension longer 
than 60 days for the presentation of 
registration papers; and 

(6) Signed release letters addressed to 
any sheep or goat registry associations 
that maintain records of the owner’s 
sheep or goats requesting the associa-
tions to release to APHIS all records 
maintained by the association on sheep 
or goats currently or formerly owned 
by the applicant. 

(b) APHIS will evaluate each applica-
tion to determine whether the owner’s 
flock contains animals eligible for in-
demnity in accordance with § 54.3.

§ 54.5 Certification by owners. 
Before any indemnity is paid to an 

owner, the owner must sign a written 
agreement with APHIS, certifying the 
following: 

(a) The owner will make available for 
review upon request by a State or 
APHIS representative all bills of sale, 
pedigree registration certificates, and 
other records regarding movement of 
animals into and from the flock; 

(b) If the owner maintains any flock 
after the payment of indemnity or ac-
quires a new flock that is housed on 
the same premises within 5 years after 
the last high-risk or scrapie-positive 
animal is removed, the owner will 
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